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SPECIFIC ASPECT OF VERBAL INFLUENCE IN MISSIONARY SERMON
(ON MATERIAL RUSSIAN LANGUAGE SERMONS OF PASTOR S. ADELADGA  

AND PASTOR V. MUNTYAN)

Olena Klymentova1

Abstract 

based on media activity of Pastor S. Adeladga and Pastor V. Muntyan. Pastor’s communicative strategies and tactics of the verbal 

frameworks and participation frameworks, which are analyzed. The separate group in research materials constitutes certain forms 

gression in the missionary sermon. The results of research showed that the phenomenon of emotional trust allows the introduction 
of destructive 

 which is relevant to verbal manipulation. The author suggests to use 

 
being analyzed in the article.
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1. Introduction. Communicative manipulations have 
been in the focus of psychologists and other researchers 

dealt with in ethical, semantic, pragmatic, psychological, 

whole manipulative communication process are rather 

ers about the main linguistic markers of manipulation as 
well as the notions of manipulation and its characteristics. 

implications which are correlated with lie, deception, 

But it should be notices that the features of linguistic in

2, Kova
levska , Kompantseva , Kutuza , Slukhaj6, Sedov7). 

2. The object of our research is proselyte com
municative suggestion. The subject of our article 
is linguistic markers of suggestion in the mission
ary sermon. The main purpose of this paper is to 
characterize features and linguistic markers of the 
proselyte communicative manipulation. The tasks 

proselyte discourse; to describe the peculiarities of 
missionary sermon in proselyte discourse and pe
culiarities of verbal behavior of leader of religious 
group; to systemize approaches to the analysis of 
linguistic markers of communicative manipulation 
in the missionary sermon.

3. Methodology. In this research the author 
used methodology of interactional sociolinguistic 
(Gumperz8 9, Denzin10), which is bases on 
the theory situational inference in anthropological per

tion with cultural and social factors and which is bases 
on the theory of frame’s interaction. The methodolo

of situational meanings. In the focus of work we can 

who took into consideration the type of interaction 
(face to face). While the process of work with certain 
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and mutual construction of participants of interaction
al meanings was used. Of cause, we mean preferable 

the mechanisms of constructing certain roles and their 
transformation while the processes of interaction are 
in focus. Also in accordance with these approaches the 
author took into consideration general knowledge of 

and participation ones correspondently.

model of interaction is perceived, but not created by 

works are close to the idea of “type of activity” or 

the frame of interpreting.

The behavior of each communicator is associated with 
the certain scenario and dynamic of role is regulated 

For this research a certain repeated types of 
speech contacts which are characterized by thematic 

selecting data relevant to investigated problem have 
been selected and presuppositions of subject were 
described. The subject of speech activity is Pastor, 
whose speech strategies and tactics are analyzed. 

4. Results and Discussion. All religious genres 
emotional condi

tions of a person and a sermon in particular. 
Stephen T. Asma, a philosophy professor at Co

lumbia College in Chicago, writes in his new book 

“People think of religion as a system of beliefs but it 
is fundamentally an emotional management system, 
one that science and any other kind of “cultural tech

11. He stresses that “the brain 

is fairly new. Religion speaks to the oldest part of the 
brain and it has a therapeutic mission to manage our 
emotional life”12.

mon as a genre of biblical rhetoric is characterized 

(allegories, metaphors, and comparisons), syntactic 

tions, complaints as well. But the spiritual eloquence 
of theological sermon is used for giving of sacral 

knowledge. This is the sacral ritual communication 
of trust. A theological sermon is corresponded with 
trust. This is the emotional condition in which person 
does not defend from information.

The missionary sermon is always opposed to the 

which are correlated with trust. The primary function of 

tion with sacral status from one generation to other gen
eration orally. This type of trust has become an integral 
part of our moral values, culture, mental and religious 
life. The meaning of trust contains much more issues 
than emotional condition of a person. It has already been 

Julian B. Rotter wrote in his work “Trust and Gull
ibility” that “Some psychologists, like Erik Erikson, 
see trust as a basic belief in the goodness of others 
and in the benign nature of the world. They believe 
that the capacity for trust is largely determined early 

few weeks of life. I think that the inclination to trust 
or distrust is probably learned over a longer period of 
time, and that is results from a person’s cumulative 

the verbal or written statement of another individual 
or group can be relied upon” . 

The separate group in research materials con
stitutes certain forms of the verbal activities which 
are produced by emotional trust in the proselyte dis
course. The author distinguished this perlocutive ef
fect as the latent form of aggression in the Ukrainian 

But there are similar views of scholars about the 

ford writes that religious diversity is a part of pluralis
tic ideology in US in practically and, as a social phe
nomenon, religious groups make serious contribution 

the research of activities of these groups is necessary 
to be done not to forbid but for relationship among 
traditional and proselyte confessions, and for social 
stabilizing.

James A. Beckford suggests using of the term 

tition” is appropriate only because religious diversity 

ing relations between religious groups. In the absence 
of such a framework, competition would be less likely 

. This point 
of view is corresponded to the high level of tolerance 
to proselyte confessions. Maybe, it will be topical for 
Ukrainian reality as the main metaperspective in fu

lems of Ukrainian society weakly and it promotes 

11 Why an agnostic philosophy...
12 The same.
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social destabilization. In this aspects the proselyte 
communicative discourse could be considered as a 
favorable object for the process of language research.

According to our position, the pragmatic phenom
enon of emotional trust, which is practiced in prose
lyte discourse, allows introducing of destructive 
perience in the recipient’s consciousness.

The fact is that, on the contrary, the emotion
al trust is pragmatic aim in the proselyte discourse, 
which is relevant to the latent form of impersonal 

as an element of manipulative communication. With 
their proposals the leaders of religious groups, and 
V. Muntyan the same, position themselves in opposi
tion to those semantic references which are represent

believes that the information that is presented in ser
mon is true and undeniable. The missionary sermon is 
used the higher rating of social respect to church and 
parasitized on the sermon’s tradition. 

tic and other aspects, markers of Pastor’s linguistic 
behavior as well, can give us a considerable insight 

sermon identity. As to the missionary sermon, it in
cludes new ways of solution of old problems. As 

and suggests its interpretation. While his speech he 
uses the certain communicative strategies, tactics 

the system of pragmatic presuppositions and frame
works which help to construct a new reality, beliefs 
and values. According to the methodology of Inter
actional Sociolinguistics, we have regarded them as 

participation frameworks . The interactional frame
works are correlated with the genre nature of commu

problems that people were unable to decide them
selves for a long time. 

pretation versions, whilst participation frameworks 
include the models of behavior16. As usual Pastor 
has some interesting ideas as to what way people can 
make a lot of progress.

debts as the shortest way to the wealth and prosperity, 
a way to success. S.Adeladga has stated in his work 
with the name “Success in everywhere”, that the 

debts are not a problem; they are stimulating the mon

and debs are terrible, Pastor reinterprets into the new 
logical connection: poverty – debs – trust in God’s 

– millions of money – happiness which is based 
on the positive emotive correlation. Pastor stresses

». 

(“Ask any millionaire, what pushed him to believe 
a word of God and become a successful person? He 

depts.” In ‘Valley of crying’ he 
discovered the source which has become a fairy-tale 
of modern business”)17.

persuasion tactics. The participation frameworks are 

, 
     ,   

 . 
 

 . 
. 

(“Maybe today you are 
desperately in need, you have nothing at all. Let us 
start to serve people and be sure that on the ground 
of God’s will you will relieve from. The God’s lows 

 and you will 
be granted reward. Sow love and you will gather 
the rich crop. Your love to God and your work for 
Kingdom – all these ideas are the key to the glory 
in life”)18. 

He prefers to generalize narratives, uses many 
words with meliorative semantic, paralogical sen

sponds with the avoidance.
Pastor suggests such frames of social  

 (“Let us 
start dreaming on indulge in fancies and asking God 
for”, “Ask God for”)19. He uses linguistic markers of 

erences to audience and, of course, and the authority 

Pastor’s argumentation is based on using an ana
logical knowledge. S. Adeladga considers, for 
ple

-
-

. (“You are not 
born an outstanding person and are not born a rich 

periencing serious problems and misfortunes which 

16 The same
17

18

19



122

people managed to overcome”)20. 
on the psalm (Ps. – 8). 

“  ” (Valley of crying) is the main met
aphor for generalization of all kinds of problems. To 
support this fact, there are numerous isomorphic de
signs in missionary sermon of S. Adeladga. 

“
-

 -

-

(“I was 
told my God
nalist and devote yourself to pastor’s service”. I was 
astonished
to eat? How I am going to live?” The God answered 
me
work in your vocation and money will come to you 
immediately”. – Today He maintenances me and my 
family. The God again and again occurred to be de
voted to his words. Your salary is just the result of 
your work. Do you task persistently and the God will 
give you the chance to be rich”)21. 

The leader of religious organization positioned 
himself as a mediator between two realities – God’s 
sphere and world of people.

gious groups are united around the person of leader. 
According to this view, the communicative behavior 
of Pastor has a separate sense. The leader of religious 
organization focuses on himself as a successful per

ing God’s will. The pastor’s person is positioned as an 

The Pastor’s main communicative strategy is a 
strategy of associating with the sacral sphere, but 
the main communicative tactic is the emotional in

realization of pastor’s communicative strategies and 
tactics. Presuppositions, as background knowledge, 
determine the principles of verbal representations 
of reality in proselyte discourse. The importance of 
presuppositions is in the fact that they can be the 
speaker’s illocutionary force toward an implicit 
content that must be recovered through inference. 

That is why presuppositions are markers of implicit 
instructions of the leader. Presuppositions and con

frameworks have a higher cognitive load and cor
respond to the linguistic intelligence of the leader. 
This is one of the key characteristics of the leader
ship communicative style.

All communications of the group members may 
be channeled through the leader, making him the 
source of all the inside information, what is more, all 
members of the group can be given the information 

missionary sermon is the comfortable means for both 

The research proves that V. Muntyan leadership 
style is based on using the similar communicative 
strategies and tactics. It was found out that V. Muntyan 

reality, which is known only to him. The peculiarity 

 
His speech includes markers of truth teller wit

ness, who reproduces the sacral information or de
scribes  visions

», 

 

 –  
O … 

…» ( “The God wants…”; “Devil is in shock 
today”; “Demons are in shock today”; “Demons 
are in horror”; “ And just in that moment the God 
said to me Saint Spirit will 
come to you
it, please, come to me! I was kneeling and waiting 
…And on the spur of the moment He came. I told 

know, He came…Touched me…”22. 

cial attention to himself as an unusual person who 
has mission of mediator. That’s why pastor repeats 

“  …  » (“I 
feel…I sense…”). He also describes the invisible 

“   .   
 .   .   

,     ». 
(“Saint Spirit has come. Saint Spirit started his 
movement. He will be visible today. I know it in ad
vance because thousands were healed”). 

Sometimes pastor uses the hypnotic infusions di

   ,  
    .    

20

21

22



,  . !» (“A person is 
standing and feeling as warmth is spreading all my 
body, and just spotting that place which is hurting 
so much. Do listen!”) 

 –  .  
   .   

!   !
(“Unction is my immunity. My mind is unctioned 
by Saint Spirit. I am a prosperous man!  
“I am a prosperous man!”

V. Muntyan stresses that he makes good. This is 

phrase  (I am thankful to 
God!”) turns into (“I present you 
goodness!”).

It has new sense and focuses on pastor’s person. 
Pastor repeats it many times in his reports and he uses 
manipulative function of language systematically in 

He also describes emotions of people which are 
-

. 
. (“People are coming with grati-

tude, people have desire to be thankful, people are 
eager to become a part of thruth. People are hap-
py. They know…”). V. Muntyan uses certain words 

tions also have some function of latent social char
acteristics of Pastor.

But he pays a special attention to linguistic activ
ity which is produced by emotional trust. The author 

of aggression because Pastor disturbs the ethic norms 
and ignores civilized approaches.

The nature of correlation religious beliefs with 
health of person was studied many times. From sci

gious beliefs and mental health mainly. The Ameri

had a good relationship with God had better mental 
health outcomes than those who thought they had a 
poor relationship with God” . This is a positive as
pect of religious coping. But the correlation religious 
beliefs with the organic disorders are not true. That is 
why refuse from the medical help is considered to be 
destructive and unhumanistic.

But Pastor V. Muntyan distances from these ethic 
norms in his media prayers for good health. The prayer 
for good health is a real media brand of V. Muntyan. 

illness is caused by individual sins or breaches of 
moral and ethical rules. His main theoretical point of 
sermon is to argue idea that God is love. V. Muntyan 

the results of God’s unction. The analogical knowl
edge of this metaphor is sprouted into biblical story 
about Sarra and Avraam. 

lets, diagnose, doctor, consultation, treatment, sur
geon, a model of life, nutrition and other) have certain 
connotation with emotional negativism. According to 

cative contact with God. Pastor helps to organize this 
contact. 

V. Muntyan’s prayer in good health contains many 
components which correspond to phenomenon of the 
linguistic programming of personality and hypnotic 

tion to the prosodic mechanisms of communicative 

are systematically based on the suggestion function. 
He uses cry, whisper, intimacy, irony, order, silence 
etc. This intonation palette is correlated with the ac
tivities of right hemisphere of brain and it courses re
duction of ration thinking. 

“ … (vision), 
(audio)… 

(vision) 
(vision) 
(vision) …  (kinesthetic)  
Look (visual), what is going on… Do 

listen (audio)… Read (vision) about 
ings, you must read (vision) your story, may be, even 
if you see (vision)… Put on (kinesthetic) this gown”.

   
 ,      

  
      

  …» 
must become 

your own Saviour”; “You must understand…”;  
“A history with Christ must be your own story”; 
“Life must intertwine”;

–   , 
   ,  
,  unction of 

Saint Spirit, acquaintance with Saint Spirit, damna-
tion by tuberculosis, damnation by astma;

– causative  

 
The cause 

is in the blood of Jesus Christ. Blood is the basic that 
is why…Because of Blood…” “Jesus Christ poured 
his blood as a result he can come to you today”.

– comparative constructions

. 
 –   »



is your patron, but not a prosecutor”. Christ is your 
own defender. Christ is your own healer”. 

Research results showed that phenomenon of emo

ence in the recipient’s consciousness and adds more 
drama to real individual problems. As it was stated, 
the main mechanisms and units of communicative in

and the hypnotic techniques’ components.
On the other hand, Muntyan’s sermons are pro

vided with the help of mass media. We cannot deny 
the fact that “whatever we know about our society, 
or indeed about the world in which we live, we know 
through the mass media” .

G. Pocheptsov stresses that today modern media 
determine what is good and what is bad . That is why 
the understanding of programming character of mis
sion sermon is so important.

5. Conclusions.
of scholars on studying such a multidimensional 

 which corresponds to verbal manip
 is a problem

being analyzed.
When we refer to linguistic manipulation we 

mainly associate it with lie, deception or fake. But 
when it concerns missionary sermon we speak more 
about verbal suggestion26. In addition, it is a kind 

religious group. 
The verbal behavior of the leader of religious 

group is based on using of latent admissions which 

Research results showed that the phenomenon of 
emotional trust allows the introducing of destruc
tive 
and adds more drama to real individual problems. 
As it was stated, the main mechanisms and units 

mons are correlated with the verbal manipulation, 

techniques’ components. The study of missionary 

able insight into the universal model of linguistic 
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